December 14, 2010

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on December 14, 2010 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 
ABSENT
RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 




GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

The Supervisor attended a ceremony honoring the veterans for Pearl Harbor Day at the Buchanan Village Hall and thanked Mayor Sean Murray and the Trustees for hosting the event.

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the new Cortlandt Manor Rotary Club and its President, Sharon Irving, and how busy it has been, specifically the Circus event which will be back in the spring on June 17th.  Ms. Irving then discussed a Literary Grant which they received from the Mahopac National Bank by which the Rotary Club had a book that was written in 1944 by a local, Emmett Patterson, Peekskill in the American Revolution, reprinted and they distributed to all the libraries, high schools, museums and government offices in Cortlandt and Peekskill.  Ms. Irving also stated that there will also be a Food and Wine Festival sponsored by the Rotary Club on January 30th at the Cortlandt Colonial and the will also be sponsoring the first Rotary Community Core at the Keon Center on 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

January 9th. This is being done to encourage more community service and job opportunities with its members. Supervisor Puglisi commented that Frank Farrell participated in a program with the Keon Center and it’s membership and can be viewed on Channel 78.
The Supervisor noted that the Town had its first winter storm the previous night and Jeff Coleman’s first storm as Director of DES.  She commended Jeff, Sam Corcova and Chris Pritchard and all DES for a job well done.

The Employee of the Quarter is Chris Pritchard, Assistant Foreman of Highway in DES.  The Supervisor gave a brief summary of Chris’s employment in the Town and spoke of his family and community life. Councilmember Farrell read the award proclamation. Chris thanked everyone for this award.
Supervisor Puglisi announced that the Town’s quarterly recreation brochure and sanitation brochure is now on line in January.  This will conserve paper and save the taxpayers $50,000.
The efforts to save the Furnace Dock Lake from Con Edison’s decision to drain the Lake are ongoing.

The Supervisor informed the public that a contract to preserve 48 acres on the development called Washington Trails, off of Washington Street has been signed and closed.  This will be added to the Town’s open space inventory.

The long awaited road improvement on Lafayette Avenue, Rt. 202, Conklin Avenue and the exit from the hospital will be going out to bid. The Supervisor thanked Ed Vergano for overseeing this project andTom Wood and the Town Board for their support.  The Supervisor commented that it has been over 10 years since asking DOT to make this improvement and added that the NY State DOT will be paying for the project.

The Town of Cortlandt has a joint effort with the villages of Buchanan and 
Croton to receive steel girders from the fall of the World Trade Center with the plan to design and construct a beautiful memorial.  The Town will be receiving the steel girder very soon and will be proceeding with a design.

The Supervisor emphasized that this has been a difficult economic year but the Town has been able to withstand it and prevail.  She thanked everyone for working so hard and their support.
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence with the absence of Councilmember Ann Lindau.
* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  Spoke of the public boat launch at the Martin property in Verplanck and the boat launches that were available in the past.  The Riverfront Park will be developed but until the plans and finances are gotten together, the Town wanted to offer a place to launch a boat for the residents on a casual basis. The former sea plane ramp might not be suitable so they are looking into the refurbishing of that or looking elsewhere.
There have also been a lot of interviews and a new assessor has been hired.  Councilmember Farrell thanked former assessor Phil Platz for his service with the Town.

Planning Board members also have been interviewed and more appointments will be made.

Councilmember Farrell wished everyone happy holidays and a happy new year.

Supervisor Puglisi then introduced Edward Cocozza, Chairman of the Volunteer Traffic Safety Advisory Committee who spoke commending Chris Pritchard who advises this committee. He spoke of the tremendous job by Chris and how he is appreciated by the Committee.

Jeff Cohen, recently hired department head for DES, thanked Chris Pritchard and commented that first impressions are very telling. His first week here brought the first Noreaster and that Chris stepped up and performed well. 
Councilmember Becker:  Commented about Con Edison and the draining of the Lake. He stated that the Town thinks it is a very serious mistake and will spoil one of the most environmentally sensitive areas in the community.  The Town Board is committed to fighting Con Edison yet this is a problem when a company has a monopoly. He added that the Town vows to win this and that the Town will give them as much bad press as they give the community in damage to the environment.
There have been many personnel changes within the Town and a more efficient DES was created. Councilmember Becker commended Jeff Cohen for his remarkable job in the few months he has been at the Town and his new Deputy for his fresh ideas. There also has been turnover in the Planning Board with two members stepping down with Jeff Rothfeder and Peter Bailey as the new members who are very experienced and can step right in. Councilmember Becker stated he was optimistic that 2011 was off to a good start.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan:  Commented on the new traffic light near the hospital and how the “ hypocrisy and inertia could work so well together to get behind which should have been a one year planning project that took actually 10 years to develop”. 
Councilmember Sloan congratulated and thanked Chris Pritchard for his service. He also congratulated the Church of the Holy Spirit this year for giving out over 500 gifts to needful families and stated that many congregations do this routinely throughout the holidays. He wished everyone a happy holiday and prosperous new year.

* * * * * ** * * * *
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

November 16, 2010 and the Special Meeting of December 06, 2010 be        approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider the adoption of a Local Law regarding 189 roads.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:10 p.m.

Town Attorney, Tom Wood explained that basically 189 highways have been handled in a number of ways.  In the early 1800’s the New York State Legislature recognized the fact that roads that are opened and traversed by the public should be kept that way; it became a very important factor. As a result, they enacted what is called Section 189, the Highway Law, which provides that any road or highway that has been open to the public for a period of 10 years or longer and 
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

over which the municipality has exercised some degree of maintenance or control, shall thereafter be kept open as a public highway. So it became 
paramount over the private rights of any property owners along that way and it prevented people from closing off access to other person’s properties. In the Town of Cortlandt over the last 30 or 40 years at various times, residents of roads would petition the Town to do improvements, to change their maintenance schedule, etc. and the Town Board in the past would from time to time adopt the resolution saying a certain road is hereby declared or recognized under Section 189 of the Highway Law as a public road.  And what that meant for the residents of that road is that the uncertainty of the Town continuing to plow it and collect garbage on the road, etc., was taken away and it was added to the Town’s inventory of public roads.  The State of New York gives a few pennies per mile towards the maintenance of the roads, and those roads are interwoven into the annual review process that is presented to the Town Board every spring for evaluation for paving. The Town Board directed the staff to identify all private roads in the Town that the Town trucks have been maintaining, plowing, collecting garbage on, etc. for a period of at least 10 years or more. There are 41 such highways within the town which total almost 7 miles of road.The Board is proposing tonight a Local Law which summarizes into one law where a person could go and look at and see this is the difference between a subdivision road dedication and the roads that are now 189 roads. If the Town Board adopts this local law, at their January meeting they will actually adopt a resolution declaring those 41 roads to be public highways under section 189 of the Highway Law.   Tom Wood indicated that letters have been sent out to all of the residents who have property that have frontage on any of these proposed roads telling these residents that this will be done at the January meeting. He stated that what this Local Law means for those residents is that now legally and completely it is recognized that the Town has the obligation to maintain the road in a passable condition to keep it available for emergency vehicles, fire vehicles and also to do maintenance on those roads which puts the Town in compliance with the New York State Constitution. Over the last two years the Attorney General in the State of New York and the State Comptroller have been very vigilant with the Association of Towns for the State of New York to compel towns to either make a determination that this is a 189 road or to get their equipment off the private roads. The Town Attorney noted that this is going to give the residents a secure feeling that they don’t have to worry about the services being diminished or changed in any way, and puts these roads into a regular maintenance cycle.
Supervisor Puglisi thanked Rosemary Boyle Lasher, Ed Vergano and Jeff Cohen for their efforts.

There was no further discussion.
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:16 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.300-10 RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of adopting a Local Law regarding 189 roads.

LOCAL LAW NO.19-10 RE: With respect to establishing 189 roadways in the Town of Cortlandt.

Public Hearing to consider the adoption of a Local Law regarding regulating Dog Licenses within the Town.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order 8:16 p.m.

Town Attorney Tom Wood explained that at the current time the New York State Department of Agriculture supervises the dog licensing requirements of the State and the Town Clerks have collected the money and issued the licenses.  As of December 31st the State of New York will no longer be in that business and they have compelled all municipalities to adopt a local law to license dogs

Town Clerk JoAnn Dyckman verified that from now on the renewals will be coming out of the Town Clerk’s office.

There was no further discussion.
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:17 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.301-10 RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of regulating Dog Licenses within the Town.

LOCAL LAW NO.20-10 RE: With respect to regulating Dog Licenses within the Town.

Public Hearing to consider a Contract with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection services.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:18 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Town Attorney Tom Wood explained that within the Town, fire services are provided one of two ways: either your property is within a fire district which has a separate elected board of fire commissioners or in other areas of the town there 
is a fire protection district for which the Town Board contracts with a fire company to provide fire service and this is the annual contract. 

Town Comptroller Glen Cestaro further explained that Continental Village Fire district is a merger between two fire protection districts. Continental village and Dogwood road. The Town  took the assessed valuation of both districts and were able to cover the same area and actually decrease the cost to the residents of the area.  The proposed contract on the Continental Village fire department is for one year, $119,000.

The Supervisor thanked the volunteers in the Continental Village Fire Department and in all the fire departments.

There was no further discussion.
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:20 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.
All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.302-10 RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of considering a contract with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection services.
RESOLUTION NO.303-10 RE: With respect to a contract with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection services.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Becker.

For the month of September from the Recreation Division of DES.

For the  month of November from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, Town Justice McCarthy, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from Georgia Rinaldi with respect to speeding on Watch Hill Road; 
and refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

2.
E-mail from Grace Geigers with respect to a stop sign on Lafayette 
Avenue at the intersection of Ridge Road; and refer to DES, DOTS and 
the Traffic Safety Committee.

3.
Letter from Joseph Donnelly with respect to safety issues on Forest 
Avenue; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

Discussion:  Ed Cocozza, chairman of Traffic Safety Committee, asked if this was a new or older letter?  The Supervisor stated it was a new letter. 
All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.304-10 RE: Appoint Thomas Waitkins as the Town Assessor to fill the unexpired term of a current vacancy.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.305-10 RE: Appoint Brian Kelly as a DES MEO per the AFSCME Contract.
RESOLUTION NO.306-10 RE: Authorize reappointing Jeff Rothpeder as a Planning Board member

RESOLUTION NO.307-10 RE: Appoint Peter Daly to fill a vacancy on the Planning Board.

All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the Board be polled for the following resolution seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO.308-10 RE: Authorize the reappointment of John Mattis to a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals appointment
The Board was polled:

Councilmember Sloan

YES
Councilmember Becker

YES
Supervisor Puglisi


NO

Councilmember Farrell

YES
Councilmember Lindau     
ABSENT
The motion was passed

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.309-10 RE: Resolution re-affirming the Town’s opposition to the Con Edison decision to drain Furnace Dock Lake; and Authorize notification to all interested agencies  including the Audubon Society, Riverkeeper, Sierra Club, Scenic Hudson, Westchester County Land Trust, and all state elected officials, New York State DEC and the PSC.
RESOLUTION NO.310-10 RE: Direct staff to explore the creation of a boat launch for Town residents at the former Martin property owned by the Town.
RESOLUTION NO.311-10 RE: Authorize a contract with respect to Tax Mapping.
RESOLUTION NO.312-10 RE: Adopt the 2011 Capital Improvement Plan.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.313-10 RE: Adopt the 2011 Purchasing Manual.
RESOLUTION NO.314-10 RE: Authorize a contract with SPCA for 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.315-10 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with Westchester County with respect to Mutual Aid and Rapid Response.
RESOLUTION NO.316-10 RE: Authorize an Agreement with New York State DOT with respect to snow and ice removal for 2012-2013.
RESOLUTION NO.317-10 RE: Authorize a partial road closure for July 2011 with respect to Lockwood Road.
RESOLUTION NO.318-10 RE: Authorize Budget Transfers and Amendments to the 2010 Fiscal Budget.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that these were some of the first steps the Town is going to do in the challenge to preserve the Furnace Dock Lake. 
On the Capital Improvement Plan being adopted, there is a staff committee that works very hard and these are for the large $50,000 and over projects.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Letter from Robert and Robin Sboto with respect to donating property; and 
refer to DES, DOTS, the Legal Department and the Assessor.

2.
Letter from Rino Galente requesting to purchase a portion of a paper road; 
and refer to DES, DOTS, Legal and the Assessor.
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTIONS;
RESOLUTION NO.319-10 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to enter into a contract with E & E to conduct a Greenhouse Gas Inventory & Climate Action Plan for Cortlandt.

RESOLUTION NO.320-10 RE: Authorize the release of security in the amount of $35,000.00 with respect to a two lot subdivision on Henning Drive.

RESOLUTION NO.321-10 RE: Authorize the Comptroller to close a Capital Project and transfer the remaining balance to the General Fund.
Discussion:  The Supervisor stated that they are working with the Village of Croton-on-Hudson and thanked the Mayor for his efforts on this study along with the Town’s consultant, Dani Glaser and the other 13 members of the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium. 
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan

RESOLUTION NO.322-10 – Authorize budget transfers.
Discussion: Comptroller Glen Cestaro stated that there were two transfers: $120,700 from the Justice Court for various payments and the Highway Department for $150,150 for various payments also, such as insurance claims and maintenance materials and auto parts.
The Supervisor noted that this was the end of the year wrap up work that is done.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned in memory of Webster Pierce, former Mayor of the Village of Buchanan at 8:30 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Becker.  
 All voted AYE







Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk

*

*

*
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